Words of Bitterness

for oneself and one's dependants, and then for one's neigh-
bours, and again for one's neighbours; then perhaps all
would have seemed different !

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1809

The public, and in particular the German public, is a foolish
caricature of the demos; it really imagines that it can contrive
a kind of instance, a kind of senate, and . . . vote out of
existence anything that does not please it.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1809

*

We remain what we were ; if people laugh at us and ridicule
us, even if they scorn and despise us, we thank them sub-
missively and join in the laughter.

JOHANN  GOTTFRIED   HERDER,   1744-1803

No distinctions have come my way; since I have not re-
ceived the distinction which I deserve any other would be an
affront to me; and I should despise myself if I thought
otherwise.                          DAVID VON SCHARNHORST, 1813

For such an accursed people one ought to preserve the gifts
of God in spirit, so that they could compare them on occa-
sion and subordinate one to another.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   l8l6

It is not only through passionate opposition, but also
through inadmissible associations that we have gone astray ;
and together with the most singular vacillation a melancholy
phenomenon appears in Germany; namely, that everyone
believes himself to be justified, without any sort of ground-
ing, in the acceptance or refusal of ideas, whereby a spirit of
contradiction and a war of all against all is awakened.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   l8l6
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